
THE TICKTIN LAW GROUP, PLLC. 
600 WEST HILLSBORO BOULEVARD, SUITE 220, DEERFIELD BEACH, FLORIDA 33441-1610 

TELEPHONE: (954) 570-6757 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 

CASE NUMBER: 9:16cv80605 

 

 

STEVEN BELL, LARRY MELTZER, and 

MELTZER & BELL, P.A., 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS, LLC, et 

al., 

 

Defendant. 

____________________________________/ 

 

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

The Plaintiffs, STEVEN BELL, LARRY MELTZER, and MELTZER & BELL, P.A.  

(hereinafter referred to as “LAW FIRM”), (all of the Plaintiffs collectively referred to as the 

“Plaintiffs”), by and through their undersigned attorneys, hereby bring suit against A&E 

TELEVISION NETWORKS, LLC (hereinafter referred to as “A&E”) and WARRIOR POETS, 

INC., (hereinafter referred to as PRODUCER), (all the Defendants collectively referred to as the 

“Defendants”), and state as follows: 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

1. This is an action for damages in excess of seventy-five thousand dollars 

($75,000), exclusive of interests, costs, and attorneys’ fees. 

2. STEVEN BELL is an individual and is a citizen of the State of Florida. 

3. LARRY MELTZER is an individual and is a citizen of the State of Florida. 

4. MELTZER & BELL P.A. is a Professional Association authorized to do business 

in Palm Beach County in the State of Florida. 
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5. A&E is a limited liability company, incorporated in State of Delaware, which 

conducts business in the State of Florida, and broadcasts television programming to viewers 

located in the State of Florida. 

6. WARRIOR POETS is a production company located in the State of New York, 

which conducts business in the State of Florida, and produces content that is broadcast to viewers 

in the State of Florida. 

7. The Court has jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. § 1332 based on the diversity of the 

parties as well as the amount in controversy. 

8. Any and all conditions precedent have been met and/or waived prior to the filing 

of this Complaint. 

9. This Court is the proper venue for disposition of this lawsuit pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 1391. 

Prefatory Statement 

10. This is an action for damages arising from the Defendants publication of false, 

injurious, and defamatory statements about the Plaintiffs. 

11. The LAW FIRM is a criminal law firm located in Palm Beach County, which 

handles criminal matters throughout the entire State of Florida.   

12. Moreover, the LAW FIRM refers civil litigation matters to other attorneys 

throughout the State of Florida, which produces income for the LAW FIRM. 

13. The LAW FRIM was established in 2013, by two attorneys; LARRY MELTZER 

(hereinafter referred to as “MELTZER”), and STEVEN BELL (hereinafter referred to as 

“BELL”). 
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14. Both MELTZER and BELL have been practicing criminal law for over ten years, 

and in that time period have gained a reputation in the community as being top notch criminal 

attorneys. 

15. A large portion of the LAW FIRM’s business is gained through mail away 

solicitation, internet marketing, and social marketing, which capitalizes on the LAW FIRM’s 

name. The LAW FIRM has branded the M&B logo and the LAW FIRM name, through the 

constant use in advertisement.  The LAW FIRM generates business from motorists and passers-

by seeing the LAW FIRM’s sign in front of their office location. 

16. Moreover, a large portion of the LAW FIRM’s business is gained by their 

impeccable reputation in the various court-houses in the State of Florida, as well as in the 

community. 

17. The A&E NETWORK is a national cable broadcast company, which is seen in the 

homes of millions of viewers.  

18.  The A&E NETWORK is known to broadcast provocative shows, aimed to grab 

the viewer’s attention, which then, in turn, increases viewership and ratings.  Such examples of 

these include their newest programming, such shows as “Beyond Scared Straight”, and “Buried 

Alive”.  

19. In the year 2015, the network created a new a documentary series called 

“American Takedown”, which first aired on June 4, 2015. 

20. The show “American Takedown,” according to A&E NETWORK, purports to be 

a documentary series showcasing highly specialized tactical law enforcement units across the 

United States. 
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21. One of the episodes on American Takedown was titled “White Collar Crime”, and 

that specific episode is the subject of this Complaint.  

22. The specific episode of American Takedown was executive produced by the 

production company, the WARRIOR POETS.   The WARRIOR POETS produced the content of 

the show under the direction of the A&E NETWORK, which was also listed as an executive 

producer for the show. 

23. On July 9, 2015, the A&E NETWORK aired an episode nationally, titled White 

Collar Crime.  The episode aired nationally at 10:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 

24. On July 10, 2015, the episode aired again, with its original content.  

25. The episode was also made available by A&E for viewing on the A&E 

NETWORK’s online company website, www.aetv.com. 

26. Furthermore, the episode was shown on multiple live streaming services, such as, 

Netflix, and HULU, among others. 

27. The episode of American Takedown focused on insurance fraud in South Florida.    

28. The episode specifically dealt with instances of insurance fraud committed by a 

South Florida attorney, named Cory Meltzer, as well as a South Florida chiropractor named 

Roger Bell, as well as other chiropractors. 

29. The show featured the alleged crimes committed by the lawyer and the 

chiropractor in submitting false insurance claims, specifically related to personal injury traffic 

accidents. 

30. As the title of the show was labeled “America Takedown”, the show was 

dramatized to make it appear that the producers, A&E NETWORK and WARRIOR POETS, 
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were investigating the alleged insurance fraud, and working with the local police to “take down” 

the alleged fraudsters. 

31. The Plaintiffs have no relation to Corey Meltzer, Roger Bell, or any involvement 

in the alleged insurance fraud investigation. Despite the fact that the Plaintiffs are innocent third-

parties, the Plaintiffs were dragged into the show by the reckless behavior of the Defendants, 

who were attempting to create a provocative show that would capture viewers’ interest. 

32. During the latter half of the subject episode, the sign of the LAW FIRM, (Meltzer 

& Bell, P.A.), as well as the business itself, was shown in a standstill shot. 

33. While the sign of the LAW FIRM, and the business location was being shown, the 

A&E episode narrator stated, “the past week, we have been establishing at their houses and 

businesses to try to establish a pattern of their daily activities.” 

34. Recklessly, and without any regard for verifying the truth of such statements, 

A&E stated and made it appear to the millions of viewers who were watching the show, that the 

business sign and the physical location of the LAW FIRM, (MELTZER & BELL), was the same 

business location where the insurance fraud was being committed.   

35. Furthermore, A&E stated that the LAW FIRM was being staked out by the 

network and police, and that the LAW FIRM was committing the crimes. 

36. The sign of the LAW FIRM is located in Palm Beach County, and is seen by 

thousands of passers-by every day.  Furthermore, the LAW FIRM conducts a main part of their 

business from that location. 

37. The LAW FIRM paid, and continues to pay a great amount of money in 

advertising, to brand themselves, and that location. 
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38. The show made it appear that the LAW FIRM and BELL and MELTZER were 

the actual fraudsters, and that the LAW FIRM’s location, shown by the sign outside, was where 

the actual crimes were being committed. 

39. This could not be farther from the truth, as the Plaintiffs have no relation to Cory 

Meltzer or Roger Bell or any of the business dealing of either.  

40. Because of the airing of the episode, the Plaintiffs have been wrongly associated 

with the immoral crimes perpetuated in the episode, and have suffered losses. 

41. The Defendants, in a reckless and malicious effort to produce provocative 

programming, made it appear to millions of viewers that an innocent LAW FIRM was the 

subject of the investigation by the show, and the criminal investigation. 

42. The false, reckless, and malicious statements were communicated to millions of 

third parties. 

43. It is believed, that due to the fact that Corey Meltzer and Roger Bell did not work 

in the same office, hence no actual physical business location together, it made better content for 

the producers of the show to make it appear that the physical address for where the alleged 

crimes were being committed was at “MELTZER & BELL.  

44. This provided better content for the show, as the Defendants could then falsely 

make it appear to the viewers that they were staking out the fraudsters, which was all a blatant 

lie, as there was never any stakeout.   

45. Moreover, Corey Meltzer and Roger Bell never occupied the same physical 

address, as one was a chiropractor, and the other a lawyer.  Having them both together in the 

same office, made the story more tantalizing. 
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46. Having a sign and physical address for a firm named MELTZER & BELL, 

allowed the producers to now have a joint location for both alleged fraudsters, and to be able to 

falsely claim that the crimes were occurring at that location, and that it was being staked out by 

the Defendants. 

47. All of these false statements were made to enhance a show titled, “American Take 

Down”, in order to make it appear to the viewers that the Defendants were not only staking out 

the fraudsters, who were allegedly committing their crimes in the same office, but also “taking 

them down.”  Hence, the need for a physical location to be able to “take them down” from. 

48. The Defendants false and malicious statements, when considered alone and 

without innuendo, have (a) negatively impacted the Plaintiffs trustworthiness and character, (b) 

caused Plaintiffs to be subjected to distrust, ridicule, contempt, and disgrace, and (c), injured 

Plaintiffs reputation and goodwill in the legal and general community, located in the State of 

Florida. 

Count I – Libel Per Se 

49. The Plaintiffs aver the allegations contained in Paragraphs 1 through 48, above, 

and incorporates them by reference as though they are fully set forth herein a cause of action for 

libel under Florida law accrued in Florida because the Defendants’ libelous statements were 

published in Florida. 

50. The Plaintiffs have always enjoyed good reputations personally, and in their 

occupations and business. 

51. The Defendants published a false statement about the Plaintiffs, when they 

showed the LAW FIRM’s sign and business location, and stated in the episode, which was 
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viewed by millions of viewers that the LAW FIRM was under investigation.  A picture of the 

law firm sign taken from the episode is attached hereto as Exhibit “A.” 

52. Moreover, the Defendants published a false statement when they intentionally 

made it appear that BELL and MELTZER, (described in the show as an attorney and 

chiropractor, respectively), were operating under the same roof, a partnership or business 

together.  Such an arrangement between a lawyer and chiropractor is strictly prohibited in the 

State of Florida under the Florida Rules of Professional Conduct, as the rules require the 

professional independence of the lawyer.  The episode falsely made it appear to the viewers that 

the LAW FIRM and its lawyers were violating the Florida Bar Rules, which could be grounds 

for disbarment. 

53. The false statements were published when the content was shown to the millions 

of viewers who watched the show. 

54. The falsity of the claim has caused the Plaintiffs to suffer injuries. 

55. The statements made in the episode of American Takedown were false because 

the Plaintiffs were never under investigation, were never involved in any insurance fraud 

scandal, and were never being staked out by A&E and/or the police, and never violated the 

Florida Rules of Professional Responsibility by operating a partnership between a lawyer and 

chiropractor.   

56. Moreover, the statement that LAW FIRM was the same, or related in any way to 

Corey Melzer and/or Roger Bell, was false.  

57. The Defendants knew or should have known that the statements were false when 

made, or did not exercise reasonable care in verifying the truth of such statements before 

Case 9:16-cv-80605-RLR   Document 1   Entered on FLSD Docket 04/19/2016   Page 8 of 13



 

9 

 
THE TICKTIN LAW GROUP, PLLC. 

600 WEST HILLSBORO BOULEVARD, SUITE 220, DEERFIELD BEACH, FLORIDA 33441-1610 
TELEPHONE: (954) 570-6757 

transmitting and publishing these statements, or recklessly disregarded the truth or falsity of the 

statements.  

58. By publishing the statements, the Defendants sought to injure the Plaintiffs 

reputations, business reputations, and disparage its business. 

59. The statements published to A&E’s millions of viewers, described in the 

paragraphs above are libelous per se, because (1) the statements are in printed form and are thus 

libel (2) the statements ascribe characteristics that adversely affect the Plaintiffs’ fitness for its 

business; and (3) the statements claim or indicate that the Plaintiffs have engaged in criminal 

conduct (fraud). 

60. The false and defamatory statements made by the Defendants are injurious to the 

personal reputation, as well as business reputation of the Plaintiff per se.  Among other things, 

the Defendants’ false and defamatory statements have made it appear to the community, as well 

as the legal community, that the Plaintiffs are criminals. 

61. The Defendants knew or should have known that such statements were false when 

they published them, and the false statements were not an inadvertent honest mistake.   

62. The Defendants published the false statements recklessly, and in conscious 

disregard for the truth.    

63. Further, the Defendants committed such acts maliciously, oppressively, with ill 

will, and evil intent to defame, and injure the Plaintiffs. 

64. As a direct result of the Defendants’ actions, the Plaintiff has suffered damages 

including loss of profits, customers, goodwill and damages to their reputation. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, STEVEN BELL, Esquire, LARRY MELTZER, Esquire, and 

MELTZER & BELL P.A., respectfully request this Honorable Court to enter judgment against 

Defendants, A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS, LLC and WARRIOR POETS, for damages 

against the Defendants, and any other relief this Court deems just and proper.  

 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

The Plaintiffs demands a trial by jury on all issues so triable. 

 

 

 

Dated: April 19, 2016     Respectfully submitted, 

Jamie Alan Sasson 

Florida Bar No.: 10802 

Serv513@LegalBrains.com  

JSasson@LegalBrains.com  

Anthony J. Badway 

Florida Bar No.: 115321 

Serv548@LegalBrains.com 

ABadway@LegalBrains.com 

THE TICKTIN LAW GROUP, PLLC. 

       600 West Hillsboro Boulevard, Suite 220 

       Deerfield Beach, Florida 33441-1610 

       Telephone: (954) 570-6757 

       Facsimile: (954) 570-6760 

       Attorneys for the Plaintiff 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on April 19, 2016, I electronically filed the foregoing 

document with the Clerk of Court using CM/ECF.  I also certify that the foregoing document is 

being served this day on all counsel of record or pro se parties identified on the attached Service 

List in the manner specified, either via transmission of Notices of Electronic Filing generated by 

CM/ECF or in some other authorized manner for those counsel or parties who are not authorized 

to receive electronically Notices of Electronic Filing.  

            

         _/s/ Jamie Alan Sasson    

          Jamie Alan Sasson 
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SERVICE LIST 

 

Brian W. Toth, Esquire 

brian.toth@hklaw.com 

Holland & Knight LLP 

701 Brickell Avenue 

Suite 3300, Miami, Florida 33131 

Phone: 305-374-8500  

Attorney for the Defendant 
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